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An ORDINATION SERMON. 
MY CHRISTIAN BRETHREN. | _ 


Yo U have been hearing your miniſter faith- 
fully exhorted with reſpect to Hs duty, and you 
now expect from me to be reminded of Yours. 
You will allow me, I truſt, to uſe great plainneſs 
of ſpeech in mentioning ſuch heads of advice as 
appear to me moſt ſuitable to this occaſion, and 
beſt adapted to your ſpiritual profit. That I may 
not treſpaſs too far on your time, I ſhall not inſiſt 
upon your duty at large, either towards your mi- 
niſter or towards each other, but ſhall confine 
_ myſelf to the right method of hearing the word. 
This indeed is ſo comprehenſive a ſubje&, that, 
if it be duly attended to, it will render other ad- 
vice ſuperfluous. The ground of my addreſs 
| ſhall be that admonition of our bleſſed maſter 


LUKE viii. 18. 
TAKE HEED THEREFORE HOW YE HEAR. 


A goſpel miniſtry is an unſpeakable blefling. 
I congratulate you, my Friends, of this ſociety, 
that you have ſo long enjoyed it, and that you 
have. now the pleaſing proſpect of its continu- 
_ ance. I doubt not but my worthy brother, whom 
you have ſo unanimouſly choſen to affiſt our vene- 
able father in the miniſtry, will tre ad in his 
22 lteps, 
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ſteps, and approve himſelf a good miniſter of Je- 
ſus. Chriſt. I am perſuaded he will preach 
among you that ſame goſpel which you have 
been accuſtomed to hear, with fidelity and ac- 
ceptance. He will, I doubt not, take heed to him- 
felf and to his doctrine, as he has now been ex- 
horted to do ; and while he is concerned to ſave 
himſelf, he will ſpare no pains that he may be in- 
ſtrumental to the /aving of Your $oULs. 
Conſidering the ſituation of many of our ſoci- 
eties, and the ſcarcity of able miniſters in the 
preſent day, you ought to think yourſelves highly 
favoured, as I doubt not you do. But ſuffer me 
to remind you, that every privilege has its cor- 
reſpondent : DUTY, and demands an improvement 
proportioned to its value. Without this it will 
not only be enjoyed in vain, but will aggravate 
the guilt of thoſe on whom it is beſtowed, With 
regard to many the word preached doth not profit,* 
nor is it Vkely it ſhould if it be not mixed with 
faith, and the hearers are not duly concerned to 
profit by it. The gofpel doth not operate as a 
charm. Though it is the grace of God FER 
that can give it ſucceſs, it is addrefſed to men as 
reaſonable creatures, who are called upon ſo ts 
| hear that their ſouls may live. The Apoſtles as 
| fellow-workers with God, (or rather of God) 
earneſtly beſought their heerers that they would 
ot receive this grace of God in vain.F With the 
* HHeb. ir. 2, + 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
: 215 ſamc 
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ſame view let me intreat your ſerious attention to | 
the ſolemn exhortation of our bleſſed Land which 
I have juſt now read. 

It is the cloſe of his intereſting nd of the 
$SOWER ; wherein he takes notice of the different 
ſucceſs of the feed that was ſown, though of the 
ſame quality and by the fame hand, in conſe- 
quence of a difference in the ſoil. In explaining 
the parable, he points out to his hearers a ſimilar 
difference in the reception and effects of the 
word preached, according to the different diſpo- 
fitions of the hearers, and the regard which they 
reſpectively paid to it. As the improvement of 
the whole, he ſubjoins this ſhort and plain, but 
important and comprehenſive advice tale heed 
therefore HOW YE HEAR. 

My preſent deſign is to offer ſome plain direc- 
tions for the moſt profitable attendance on the 
preaching of the goſpel ; which I ſhall not ad- 
dreſs to you of this focicty only, whom I do not 
ſuſpect to need them more than others ; but ta 
all who may be preſent from other congregations. 
And I apprehend, from long obſervation, that 
there are few of our ſocieties in which there are 
not ſome to whom moſt of the hints I ſhall. offer 
are applicable. TN. 

My le direction is—Take heed that you come 
to hear the word with minds duly PREPARED 
for the reception of it. 

There 1 is a general | preparation, of unſpeakable 
importance, 


10 
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importance, which our Lord in the parable com- 
pares to good greund; which he explains, ver. 1 5. 
of an honeſt and goed heart. An heart like Lydc's 
opened to the reception of divine truth, a mind 
fincerely deſirous to know what is truth det; 


diſpoſed at the fame time to believe and prac- 


tiſe accordingly. A heart deſtitute of prejudice 
againſt the goſpel itfelf, or ary of its doctrines, 
or againſt them that preach it. Take heed to 
cultivate ſuch a temper as this. 

But I more eſpecially intended here—a parti- 


lar preparation, Beiore you come to the houſe 


of God, think ferioutly whither you are going 


and for what purpoſe : v hoſe word it is that vo 
are about to attend: the great ends for which 


it is delivered; and the ſolemn account you muſt 


ere long render for every ſermon you hear. Such 
conſiderations will tend to compoſe the ſpirit to 


ſoriguſneſs, and render it ſuſceptible of divine 
impreſions. 5 

Endeavour by reading the holy ſcriptures and 
devout meditation, to diveſt your minds of all 
ain and worldiy thoughts. in order to which, 
rot only abinin from all fecuizr buſineſs, by 
which many breaks in upon the f:5bath, but 


avoid as much as potiible converting about world- 
k affairs. Getting rid of he cares cf ths life, is 
Plucking up the brars and thoras which ce the 


| goed feed. 


Gut ſince the preparation rf the heart in man is 


Jrom 2 
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from the Lord, your wiſdom and duty 1 is to ſeek 
it of him. Both in the cloſet and in the family 
preſent your fervent ſupplications to the God of 


all grace, that he may bring your hearts into a 


proper frame for the ſervices of his houfe, that fo 
they may be prepared according to the preparation 
of the ſauctuary. And while you are thus ad- 


dreſſing the throne of grace, do not forget to of- 
fer a petition for your miniſters. This will tend 
to promote that eſteem for them which will en- 
gage your attention to what they deliver, as well 
as draw down that divine bleſſing which is ne- 


ceſſary to the ſucceſs of their labours. Our ear- 
neſt requeſt to you is—Brethren, pray for us. 

I muſt add here; it is of no ſmall moment to 
a due preparation for recciving the word, to be 
EARLY at the houſe of God, ſo as not only to 
unite in ALL the prayers and praiſes of the 
church, but to have a few moments for recol- 
lection and compoſing the thoughts before the 
ſervice begins. The late and indecent manner 
in which many enter our places of worſhip, con- 
tributes in no ſmall degree to fruſtrate the deſign 
of divine inſtitutions. How pleaſant and edifying 
would it be both to miniſters and people, it a 
whole ſociety could ſay, at the beginning of the 


worſhip— Me all here preſent before Gad; not only 
1% hear his werd but to unite in his WORSHIP. 


Acts x. 33. Every one that made a point of it, could 
as eaſily be preſent betore the ſervice begins as the miniſter, 
Some, < even — lamilies, are never too late. 

Il. Take 
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II. Take heed te hear the word with a ess 
reverent ATTENTION. 
The buſineſs, my friends, on which we af. 
femble here is ſo ſolemn, and its conſequences ſo 
momentous, as to deinand not only a grave de- 
portment, as oppoſed to levity, but alſo a fix- 
edneſs of thought through the whole ſervice. 
There are many: things which tend to prevent 
both. It is neceſſary therefore to keep the heart 
with all diligence. In order to which it is of great 
importance to make a covenant with the eyes, and 
ſet a ſtrict guard upon the ſenſes, which are the 
avenues . vain and ſinful thoughts ruſh 
ia upon the mind, fo as to divert its attention 
from the great objects which demand it. 
Compliments of all kinds, paid to each other 
after the worſhip of God is begun, and eſpeci- 
ally to ſuch as come in late, (who certainly de- 
ſerve no compliment ) —whiſpering on any topic, 
or ſmiling at any little ludicrous OCCUITENCE, are 
indecent and of injurious tendency. 
Drovſineſs under the word ought to be care- 
fully avoided, and whatever ache it : parti- 
cularly ſuch bodily poſtures, and ſuch previous 
exertions, or animal indulgences, as promote 
wearineſs or ſloth. While men flept the enemy 
ed tares. Preaching to perſons whoſe ſenſes 
N are locked up in fleep, or whoſe minds are not 
awake, is like caſting good ſeed by the way-fide. 
* e ought to give the moſt earneſt heed to the 
; Kung 
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things that are ſpoken, leſ at * time we ler blen 
Flip. Heb. ii. 2. 
III. Hear the word with consrTaxcy. 

There are ſome who ſatisfy themſelves with 
hearing a ſermon now and then, when it ſuits 
their convenience, or rather their humour, or 
when there is ſomething EXTRAORDINARY ei- 
ther in the preacher or the occaſion. As ſuch 
perſons do not propoſe any good to themſelves 
by hearing, it 1s not likely that they ſhould re- 
_cewe any; though God may ſometimes over-rule 
a vain curioſity as the occaſion of unex- 
pected and undeſired. We ſhould hear, as well 
as pray, without ceaſing. It is in a conſtant regu- 
lar attendance on divine ordinances that a bleſ- 
ſing is to be expected from them. They who 
are ſatisfied, when in health and without any 
real impediment, with one act of ſocial religion, 
where divine worſhip is performed twice at leaſt 
within their reach, and almoſt at their own doors, 
diſcover ſuch indifference to the honour of God, 
and to their own beſt intereſt, that their at- 
tendance is not likely to be very beneficial. 

And I muſt be permitted to fay—it 1 is not any 
trifling circumſtance relating to FOOD, or DRESS, 
or COMPANY, or WEATHER, that can be al- 
lowed as a ſufficient excuſe for frequent abſence 
from the houſe of God. And if people had 
half that concern for their eternal intereſts which 
they have for their temporal, the affairs of fa- 


B milics 
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milies would generally be ſo contrived that all 
the members of them, not excepting ſervants 
( unleſs where there are any ſick perſons or young 
children) might ordinarily attend two ſervices on 
the Lord's gay. 
As to a third ſervice, now become common, 
and week-day ſermons, every one mult be left to 
his own diſcretion. - Though I fear that the ge- 
nerality who conſtantly neglect them are not 
much better employed. 
But I muſt ſuggeſt a caution on this head. 
It is poſſible you may hear Too MAN ſermons 
as well as too few. It is in hearing the word, 
which is the food of the mind, as it is in taking 
our animal food. However good in itſelf, it may 
be taken to exceſs. To digeſt our meat is as ne- 
ceſſary as to eat it; and for a man to be eating 
all the day, or feaſting every day, would be more 
injurious to his health than ſometimes to go with- 
out a meal. Remember that unleſs you fecure 
time to digeſt what you hear, the beſt ſermons in 
the world will do you but little good; on the 
contrary, like an over abundance of rich dainties, 
- will fill the mind, as they do the body, with per- 
nicious HUMOURS. There is too much truth in 
the ſaying of a certain witty though ſour divine : * 
Some people hear ſo many ſermons that they 
have not time to practiſe any.“ 
Under the head of coxsraxcr in hearing, 
Dr. South. 
. I muſt 
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I muſt recommend a regular attendance on YOUR 
OWN MINISTERS, when your ſituation admits. 
Chriſtians ſhould not indeed call themſelves 
the diſciples of any man: or form ſo zealous an 
attachment to any one miniſter as to refuſe hear- 
ing any other. This I have known ſome perſons 
carry to ſuch a length, that if they knew their own 
miniſter to be abroad they would ſtay at home, 
or if they came and found him out of the oor 
they would leave the place.* 
The excellent Archbiſhop of Cambray, in his 
Dialogues on Eloquence, introduces one of his ſpeak- 
ers as ſaying to the other, © I was charmed with 
* my preacher to day: You had a great loſs, Sir, 
« in not hearing him. O he is a wonderful man! 
« If you did but once hear him you would never 
bear to hear any other.” To which his friend 
wiſely replies: © If it be fo, I am reſolved ne- 
ver to hear him. I would not have any one 
* preacher give me a diſtaſte for all others. On 
« the contrary I ſhould chuſe one that will give 
cc me ſuch a reliſh and reſpe& for the Word of 
Cod, as may diſpoſe me to hear it preached 
« every where.” 
| __ Many hearers in the preſent day diſcover the 
fame canality and glorying in men, that wad 


* A either who « once preached for Mr. Baxter, A 
many of the people going out of the church on ſeeing a ſtran- 
ger, ſtopped them by ſaying If you come to hear Mr. Bax- 
ter you will be diſappointed. But if you come to hear the 
22 word of God I am here to preach it 


B 2 — Apoſile 
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Apoſtle cenſures in the Corinthians, among whom 
one ſaid, I am f Paul; another, I am of Apollos ; 
and a third, I am of Cephas : 1 Cor. iii. 4. as if 
their reſpective teachers were ſo many Maſters or 
Saviours, each having a goſpel of his own ; and 
as if their whole ſalvation depended upon him; 
whoſe praiſe they are conſtantly celebrating ; of- 
ten to the diſparagement of his brethren : from 
whom they will take pains to draw away their 
ſtated hearers to become followers of their own 
favourite preachers.— This is a fooliſh and hurt- 
ful extreme, which I would caution you againſt. 
Reſpect and love your own miniſters, but do not 
idolize them. Who is Paul, ( ſaid that man of 
God to theſe partial hearers of his) Who is Paul? 
or who is Apollos ? but miniſters by whem, as mere 
inſtruments, ye believed, even as the Lord gave is 
But there is another extreme, on the other 
hand, which I had more particularly in view, 
equally fooliſh and pernicious. I mean that of 
being equally indifferent to all miniſters and al 
places, and forming no ſtated connection with 
any. There are profeſſing chriſtians, ( eſpecially 
in and about the metropolis) who under pre- 
tence of great catholiciſm, decline becoming 
members of any particular fociety ; or if they do, 
think themſelves under no obligation ſtatedly to 
- aſſociate with it, though moſt conveniently ſitu- 
_ ated ; but if they hear two or three goſpel-ſer- 
5 mo 
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mons on the Lord's day, they think it no mat- 
ter where, or from whom; but are conſtantly rov- 8 
ing from place to place in queſt of nNoveL- 
TIES ; running after every new preacher within 
their reach, who is celebrated as an extraordi- 
nary man no matter for what—merely to gratify 
a vain curioſity: like the Athenians, Acts xvii. 
21. who ſpent their time in hearing or telling ſome 
new thing. Such hearers there were in the early 
ages of the church, whom the Apoſtle deſcribes, 
and ſeverely cenſures, as heaping up to themſelves 
teachers, having 1TCHING EARS. 2 Tim. iv. 3. 
This perpetual thirſt after ſomething new and 
extraordinary, is not only a great diſcouragement 
to the miniſters who are thus forſaken, (as the 
oldeſt and wiſeſt often are) but it. is very injuri- 
ous to the hearers themſelves. It tends. to di- 
vert their minds from thoſe old and well known 
truths of the goſpel, which muſt be always the 
ſame, and which of all others are the moſt inter- 
eſting. It is the frequent ſource of hurtful er- 
rors.* Though ever learning, they never come ts 
the knowledge of the truth; at leaſt, for want of 5 
hearing 


None are more liable to err 4 they who have a diſ- 
« taſte for plain ſenſe and ſober or dry reaſoning (as it is cal- 
led) which is the caſe of thoſe whoſe warm imagination, or 
* uncommon vivacity, makes them in love with nothing but 
« what is ſtriking, marvellous, and dazzling, Nothing leſs 
than admiration will content tkem—a temper which draws 
them off the love of truth, and conſequently ſubjects them 
++ to groß miſtakes, They will not love truth as ſuch, but 


66 only 
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hearing ſacred ſubjects handled in their pro- 


per connection, they form no regular, connected 
view of divine truths, and for want of judgment 
and ſteadineſs, they are ſcidom very ornamental 
to a chriſtian profeſſion.“ Not to inſiſt upon 
their loſs of ſacred time, and the unneceſſary fa- 
tigue they undergo by travelling to a diſtance to 
hear when the werd is nigh them—it is not any 
ſmall injury that ſuch inconſtant hearers ſuſtain, 
by frequently loſing the benefit of ſuch diſcourſes 
us their own miniſter particularly intended for 
them. How often have moſt of us been grieved 
when, after we had been ſtudiouſly preparing 
| ſomething ſuited to the circumſtances of indivi- 
duals of our flock, we have found thoſe very 
perſons abſent. „Vu 
III. Hear the word with Ax DOUR. = 
The wiſeſt and beſt of Miniſters, who are 
men of like paſſions with yourſelves, will readily 
acknowledge their need of candour from their 
hearers, and we all think we can juſtly claim 
it; both in reſpect to our general conduct, and 
our public performances. I now refer parti- 
cularly to the latter. It were unreaſonable to 
expect that theſe ſhould always perfectly ſatisfy 
every hearer, or that they ſhould be really fault- 
leſs. Beſides the infirmities peculiar to Youth 
only when it happens to be ſurpriſing and uncemmon, which 
* few important truths are.” Sced's Sermons, vol. 1. p. 214. 
Read in this connection, Hcb. xiii. q. 
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and Age,— Who of us is free from error and 
imperfection? Many circumſtances may happen 


to prevent our due preparation for the pulpit, or 


to diſcompoſe us in it. Much depends there 
upon the preſent frame of the mind, which, as 


you yourſelves know by experience, cannot be 


always alike. Expect not then too much from 
your miniſters, nor be ſevere in cenfuring what 


may at any time ſeem to fall ſhort of a reaſona- 
ble expectation. Conſider how arduous our work 


is. That of a diſſenting miniſter, viewed in all 
its branches, will eaſily appear more fo than that 


of any other public ſpeaker whatever. When 


we think of what is expected from us every week, 
in the ſame place, and year after year, and conſi- 
der the different taſtes and tempers of our hearers, 
we are ready to exclaim with painful anxiety, 


Who is ſufficient for theſe things? The conſidera- 


tion of them loudly beſpeaks your candaur, and 
will lead you to make favourable allowances for 
what may not exactly accord with your taſte and 


judgment, either as to matter or manner. For 


ſuch candour, brethren, we plead on our own 


PR 


account, as much of our comfort depends upon 


it. But we recommend it alſo on vou ac- 


count : your reputation, your pleaſure, and your 
improvement are not a little concerned in it. 


A nice critical hearer of ſermons is no amiable 


character, and a ſqueamiſh appetite in regard to 


the word preached, like that which reſpects na- 


tural 
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tural food, is no good ſymptom either of health 
or ſenfe. A captious ſpirit, or a diſpoſition to 

criticiſe, will render the moſt ſerious, well-in- 
tended, and ' well adapted diſcourſes ineffec- 
tual. © As it becomes us to ſpeak the truth, ſo you 

to hear it, in love. This will diſpoſe you alwavs 
to make the beſt of what you hear, and to im- 
prove it, wo all * * to the beſt pur- 
True candour will alſo induce you to allow 
miniſters, whether ſtated or occaſional, without 
cenſorious reflections, to uſe that method of 
preaching, and that mode of expreſſion and de- 
Hvery, which they beſt approve, or which through 


education or cuſtom is moſt natural to them, _ 


and in which they are moſt likely to excel. 
Every man, faith the Apoſtle, hath his proper gift of 
"God, one after this manner and another after that. 
There is almoſt as great a divertity 1 in the gifts 
and habits of different miniſters, as in their voices 
or perſons, whereby they are repectively ſuited to 
different forts of hearers; and it is a mark of a 
little mind for any to reproach ſuch as in theſe 
reſpects do not fully gratify themſelves.“ 

If, in any thing of moment, hearers think they 
have juft cauſe of diſſatisfaction with their mi- 
niſters, true candour, and indeed equity, requires 
that they ſhould wait on them in private, and 
ſtate their objections; by which means the 


* See 1 Cor. vii. 7. Xii. PE ' - "oy 
Go things 
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things objected to might either be nn. | 
defended, or in future corretted. 

V. Hear the were * MEEK NESS and Ru- 
MILIT T. 

To this —— the Apoſile Peter exhorts: 
1 Pet. ii. 2, wherefore laying afide all malice and 
guile and hypocriſy and envy' and evi ſpeaking, as 
new-born babes defire the ſincere (or anadulterated) 
milk of the word that ye may grow thereby. Similar to 
this is the advice of the Apoftle James, Chap. i. 19. 
—21, let every man le ſwift to hear, flow to ſpeak, 
flow to wrath; for the wrath of men worketh nat 
tue righteouſneſs of God. Wherefore lay apart all 
 Filthineſs and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, and receive 
with MEEKNESS the ingraſted word, which is able 
to ſave your ſouls. Thoſe perſons act contrary to 
this apoſtolic advice, who think fo highly of them 
felves as to hear rather with a view to teach and 

admoniſh than to learn; who are ever liſtening 
for ſomething in ſentiment or expreſſion to make 
it the ground of accufation againſt the preacher, 
and like thoſe of whom the prophet ſpeaks, 
If. xxix. 21, make a man an offender for a word, and 
condemn his doctrine on account of an obnox- 
40us phraſe. 

Thoſe alfe act inconſiſtently with the ſpirit of 
meekneſs and humility, who take offence at the 
faithful reproofs and admonitions of their mini- 
ſters. And yet what more common? Many in- 

deed will bear well enough to hear others re- 
oY proved; 


18 Directions for hearing the Ward. 


proved; who, when the rebuke comes home to 
_ themſelves, are ſoon offended and ſometimes great- 
ly enraged. See 1 Kings xxii. 8. When they 
hear their own characters deſcribed, and their 

own faults cenſured, they are apt to ſuſpect the 

preacher of intending to point at them, though 
perhaps he did not know that ſuch perſons were 
_ preſent, or was unacquainted with their . peculiar 


failings; and ſome in a fit of paſſion will reſolve 


never to hear him any more. Such conduct is 
unjuſt and cruel. If we ſhould ſeek to pleaſe men, 


by ſuppreſſing any thing which we think our duty 


requires us to deliver, we ſhould not be the ſervants 


ef Chrif.: Would you with us to incur Hs diſ- 


pleaſure rather than Yours ? - 

I doubt not your miniſter, who has this day 
undertaken the paſtoral office among you, has 06- 
tained mercy of the Lord to be found faithful ; and 


that therefore he will (as we are all ſolemnly 


charged to do,) rebuke as well as exhort, though 
with all long ſuffering and gentleneſs. 2 Tim. iv. 2. 
If you have any true regard to him or to your- 
ſelves, I beſeech you do not diſcourage him in 
ſuch faithful dealing. If at any time you feel 
the rebuke he diſpenſes come home to your own 
conſciences, inſtead of being angry with him, 
de angry with YouRsELVvEs, Meekly receive 
the admonition, whether intended for you or 
not, and be thankfui for his fidelity, whereby 
he has done you a much greater kindneſs 
thay 
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chan if he had flattered you in your vices and 
follies. 

VI. Hear with A particular view to your SPI- 
\ RITUAL PROFIT. 

Many, I fear, come to the houſe of God 
without any view at all; it is cuſtom alone that 
brings them. Others come only to be entertained; 
eſpecially if the preacher have any thing capti- 
vating in his compoſition. or delivery. Such 
hearers there were in the time of the prophet 
Ezekiel, concerning whom the Lord faid to him, 
Lo thou art unto them as a very lovely ſong of one 
that hath a pleaſant voice, or that can play well Mw 
en an inſtrument. Ezek. xxXxili. 32. 

Many perſons ſeem to attend ſermons on the 
ſame principle that they or others frequent s AGE 
PLAYS, or any other exhibitions of voice or ge- 
nius: to paſs an hour agreeably, and even for 
their diverſion. Sorry I am to ſay, too many 
preachers ſeem at leaſt, to intend gratifying this 
humour, who by a drollery unbecoming the pul- 


pit actually excite as much laughter as is often 


produced by a welk-atted comedy. And the ap- 
probation frequently beſtowed on ſuch actors of 
ſermons (if they may be ſo called) is in the lan- 


guage of the theatre. Nothing of this ſort, I 


am perſuaded will be found here. Some how- 
ever may ſeek to be entertained in another way, 

and may be ſatisfied with being fo. 
But luppoſing you. be ever fo highly eratified 
2 by 


20 Direttions for Searing the Nord. 


dy what is agreeable in your miniſter's ſentiments 
his compoſitions, and his delivery—if this be 64 | 
what will you be the better? Will the 

end of hearing be anſwered? Or will his o 720 
be gained Z I am fure he will net be fatisfied (as 
no goſpel miniſter can be) with gaining your ad- 
miration and applauſe though in the higheſt de- 
 gree, without promoting the good of your fouls. 
Let this ever be your grand object in hearing. 
Come hither, not ſo much to be pleaſed as to be 
_ profitfed. And remember, rxAr is not always 
the moſt profitable which is the moſt pleaſing, 
| The fweeteſt medicines are not the beſt; the bit · 


| tereſt are often the molt ſalutary. | 


There are fome ſerious perſons whoſe — 
object in hearing the word is to receive ſpiritual 
profit from it, who greatly fail of the end, or at 
teaſt often think they do, for want of knowing 
wherein their real. profit conſiſts. They place re- 
Egion. too much in the moving of the paſſions. 
When this effect is produced, eſpecially fo as to- 


draw tears from their eyes, they conclude that thein 


ſouls are benefitted. Whereas if they have felt 
no ſuch emotions, they apprehend that they can 
have got no good by the diſcourſe, and perhaps con- 
demn the preacher or themſelves as dead or luke- 
warm. Such perſons are certainly under a grand 
miſtake. The agitation of the paſſions is as pre- 
carious a rule. by which to eſtimate the good 
effects of a ſermon, as the pleaſing of the fancy. 
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that you are truly pro fitted by what yau hear 2 
I anſwer, When your judgments are informed 
with reſpect to any importarit point of faith or 
practice. When you are convinced of fin and 
humbled before God on account of it, Wben 
you are comforted under a ſenſe of guilt and de- 
pravity by the diſcoveries and promiſes of the 
goſpel, and are engaged to fly for refuge to the hope 


Ert before you. When you alſo find the word to be 


the means of changing your hearts; of ſubduing 

your luſts ; of mortifying you to this world, and 
_ engaging you to feek after another and better. 

And as to real chriſtians in whom ſuch a ſaving 
change is alteady wrought ; you my friends may 
aſſure yourſelves that you are fubſtantially pro- 
| fitted by the word yeu hear—when it is in- 
ſtrumental to your growth in grace and in the 
knowledge of your Lord and Saviour, and is the 


means of advancing. the ſpiritual and divine life 


in your ſouls; which is beſt evidenced when you 
find the fear and love of God promoted in you; 
your faith in Chriſt ftrengthened ; your love to 
him and your fellow chriſtians encreaſed : When 
you experience any of your corruptjgns morti- 
fied ; any of your graces invigorated, and your 
| fouls quickened in any chriſtian duty. In ſhort 
when you find yourſelves more holy, humble, 
Fpiritual, devout and heavenly minded. Theſe 
ae the great ends which your miniſters aim at 

is 
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In their preaching, and theſe you ſhould: con- 
ſtantly keep in view in hearing. In order to 
which I further adviſe. 

VII. Take heed to make a PERSONAL Ap- 
PLICATION of what you hear. 

It is no uncommon thing for people to hear 
for others rather than for themſelves : to conſider 
how well this exhortation and that reproof ſuited 
the caſe of this or that perſon preſent, while their 
own intereſt in it is forgotten. But remember, 
your principal concern is with YOURSELVES: 
And if you neglect to apply what you hear, how- 
ever excellent, it can do you no more good than 

any medicine preſcribed for you, which however 
ſuitable to your caſe, and how well ſoever you 
think of it, you neglect to take. In the progreſs 
of a diſcourſe, think with yourſelves, in what 
view the ſeveral parts of it, and eſpecially its re- 
proofs and admonitions, ſuit You in particular, 
and apply them accordingly. 
It is of importance to add, every hearer ſhould 
endeavour to make the beſt uſe be can of thoſe _ 
diſcourſes which are not immediately applicable 
to his own peculiar circumſtances. 

It is nq; to be expected, nor is it in the naturs ; 

of things poſſible, that every ſermon ſhould be 


entirely adapted to the preſent ſituation of every 


| hearer. It would therefore be wrong in any 
one, for want of this, to go away complaining, 
_ as ſome good people have been n known to do— 
—- Ihe... 
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There was nothing at all to day for ME.“ It 
muſt be a bad ſermon indeed in which there is 
nothing of general uſe, and from which no be- 
nefit can be derived. As the bee collects honey 
from every flower, a wiſe and well- diſpoſed hearer 
will extract ſome good from every diſcourſe he 
hears. He will fix at leaſt upon ſome one idea, 
and bring it home to himſelf ; and if in any. view 
he perceived a deficiency, he will ſupply it by 
his own reflections. Some hearers ſeem to ex- 
pect the preacher to do every thing. for them, 
without the neceſſity of any exertions of their 
own; whereas they that would profit to the ut- 
moſt by us, muſt in the views now er 
be preachers to themſelves. | 
VIII. Let every hearer pay a due end! to che 
characters, circumſtances, and taſtes of others as 
well as his own ; both with regard to the b 
jects of — and the manner of handling 
them. : 
In this 8 Game hearers are too ſelfiſh, : 
and ſome worthy perſons very inconfiderate. A 
faithful and wiſe feward will give to every one of 
his houſehold his portion in due ſeaſon. So every 
chriſtian preacher ought : let every hearer there- 
fore be willing not only to receive his own, but 
to let others have theirs alſo. 
Both ſinners and ſaints, and the ſeveral dif. | 
tinct claſſes of each, require to be diſtin&ly and 
ae, addrefled. The openly unmoral muſt be 
reproved ; 
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fians muſt be warned; and all the ungodly urged 
toffeefrom the wrath ta e. Let not real chriſ- 
tian grudge that time, as loft, which is devoted 
20 the fervice of thoſe whoſe ſituation is ſo peri- 
Iaus, and whole neceſſity is ſo much more prefling 
than their own. Nor let -THESE, on the ether 
Hand, ſcoff or be offended at what is adapted to 
tue inward experience of pious devout ſouls, in 
the different ſtages of the divine life, becauſe 
they themſelves are ſo unhappy as not to under- 
ſtand it or nat to feel intereſted in it. 
And let true believers conſider the variety 
* is in the caſes and circumſiances of their 
fellow chriſtians, which demand, at different 
times, a diſtinct attention. As there aro frong 
men aud fathers, who need firong mat, ſo there 
are babes in Chri who require to be fed with 
milk. As there are ſome who have been going on 
towards perfection, there are others (happy in- 
deed is it if there be none among you.) who are 
 backftigers in heart. As there are a few who have 
attained a full aſſurauce of hope, there are many ex- 
erciſed with painful daubts and fears. As there 
are ſome walking on the mount of proſperity, al- 


woſt ſtrangers to ſorrow, there are others ſunk in 


the depths of adverſity: mourners in Zion, who 

need ſtrong conſolation. Not to mention various 
_ other caſes, let me recommend it to chriſtians 
of . nn. to conſider thoſe of their 
brethren 
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"LEY and be willing that they ſhould be at- 
tended to as well as themſelves. 
I might here likewiſe mention the wide differ- 
ence which there often is in the members of the 
ſame congregation, as to rank and ſituation in life, 
as alſo in regard to mental capacity, education and 
literary attainments. Though we have but one 
goſpel to preach to high and low, rich and poor, 
the learned and the illiterate, theſe all require from 
us occaſionally ſome diſtinction in our public ad- 
dreſſes, both as to ſubje& and manner. Let not 
thoſe in the moſt elevated ranks cenſure their mi- 
niſters for condeſcending to men of low eftate. It was 
the peculiar excellence of the goſpel, as firſt pro- 
pagated, that it was preached to the poor, and 
adapted to them, while the lectures of heathen 
- philoſophers were calculated only for men of rank 
and ſcience. Let ſuch never tempt or wiſh their 
miniſters to overlook the meaneſt of their flock.. 
Nor let the poor and illiterate, on the other hand, 
grudge the attention which is ſometimes paid to 
perſons of ſuperior underſtanding and attain- 
ments. An affected diſplay of learning, in the 
pulpit, is indeed odious, and elaborate metaphy- 
ſical diſquiſitions, which the bulk of an audience 
cannot comprehend, are inſufferable. But an 
occaſional criticiſm, a learned quotation, or a 
claſſical alluſion, though not univerſally under- 
ſtood, can hurt no body, any more than a gene- 
ral accuracy of language. In ſhort : with reſpect 
5 5 to 


26 Directions for hearing the Word. 


to theſe, among other particulars, let every om 


ſeet to pleaſe his neighbour,. or conſent to have him 
pleaſed, for his good to edification, Rom. xv. 2. 

IX. Take heed that you pay an impartial at- 
tention to the SEVERAL SUBJECTS which are 


treated upon, in their turn and in their proper 


places. 


It is the — of a faithful miniſter rightly | 


# divide the word of truth: There is a vaſt va- 
riety of ſubjects contained in the books of divine 
revelation, which all deſerve regard at proper 
times, though not the ſame regard, nor at all 


/ 


times. In reſpe& to theſe ſome hearers diſcover. 


an injudicious partiality, withing to hear their 
own favourite topics perpetually handled, to the 
excluſion of others; and ſome are not ſatisfied. 
unleſs their miniſters dwell upon a few common 


fudbjects, and that in ſuch a common-place man- 


ner, as to intelligent perſons muſt be diſguſting. 
Not to ſpecify all the different ſubjects in re- 
fſpect to which this partiality is obſervable, I 
will mention only two general ones—FAITH and 
RRACTICE. 
Some would wich their miniſters to be conti- 
a inſiſting on ſubjects of MoRAr 1TY, to the- 
neglect of the peculiar doctrines of the goſpel, 


and are diſguſted to hear any thing more than a 
diſciple of Socrates or Seneca mich deliver. This 
is no proof of that rationality which ſuch perſons: 


wſually claim. It is $ highly ; irrational in a miniſter 


| OE 7 
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f Chriſt to ſhun declaring the doctrines of Chriſt, 
and equally fo in them that call themſelves chrif- 
tians to be offended at hearing RISTIANIT Y 
But they are equally culpable, on the other hand, 
who like to hear nothing. that does not immedi- 
ately relate to ſome doctrine or promiſe of the 
goſpel, weakly ſuppoſing that what is * 
cannot be evangelical. 

It is true, a — of Chriſt, ben the very 
name he bears, and the nature of his commiſſion, 
may be expected to REACH CRHRIs T. But this 
ſurely may be done without excluding any of the 
MORAL DUTIES, which are as eſſential branches 
of chriſtianity as any of its doctrines, and there- 
fore not to be ranked among the weak and brg- 
 garly elements. The Law muſt ſometimes be 
preached as well as the goſpel ; particularly the 
laws of Chriſt, and all the important ſanctions of 

To preach Chriſt, is not to preach him par- 
tially but wholly: to preach every thing which 
the word of Chriſt makes known relating to him: 
His character, his example, his precepts, his 
threatenings: as well as his divine nature, his 
mediatorial offices, his labours and ſufferings, 
and all the wonders of his love. That great 


It is a ſingular fact that many who have acqbited the 
ſtrongeſt diſlike to evangelical doctrines in the Meeting-houſe, 
have gone over to the Church of England, whoſe forms of 


worſhip are full of them. 
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Apoſtle who had determined not to know any thing 
among his hearers but Feſus Chriſt and him cruci- 
fed, tells the Colofians, that he ſo preached Chriſt 


as to warn every man and teach every man, Col. i. 


28. Take heed that you be ever willing to hear 


_ Chriſt thus preached, as he hath bitherto been, 


and I am ſatisfied will ſtill be among you. Chear- 


fully conſent to have your miniſter fully declare the 
whole counſel of God. Be willing to hear doctrine 


and duty, promiſes and precepts, faith and works, 
in their connection, and in their ſeaſon, remem- 
bering thoſe important maxims “ there is a time 
for all things” and © every thing is beautiful in 
its ſeaſon.”- — muſt add one more article of 


: advice. 


X. Take heed to yourkebves AFTER hearing. 
Your buſineſs is far from being done when 
the public ſervice is ended: you have more to 
do at home, and with your own heart. Re- 
member, hearing the goſpel is not itſelf an Exp, 


but a means to an end. The great end of all 
is, to be made wiſer and better. In order to 
this, retire as ſoon as convenient to recollect 


what you have been hearing, and to impreſs the 
moſt intereſting parts of it upon your memories ; 
which might be done to the beſt advantage by 


taking brief hints of the diſcourſe, either in 
hearing or afterwards. Exercife your judgments 
about what has been delivered, and compare it 
with che word of God. We with you to take 


nothing 
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nothing that we deliver upon truſt. We commend 
thoſe who judge for themſelves, provided, like 
the noble Bereans they make that divine ſtandard 
their teſt: If you perceive our doctrine to be in 
any thing contrary to the ſacred oracles, we 
charge you to reject it. But while you thus exa- 
mine our preaching, we charge you alſo, exa- 
mine yourſelves by it, that you may know wherein 
you are defective and be engaged to ſupply 
what is lacking. Let it be your great concern 
to remember and apply what you hear in order 
to reduce it to practice. It is not the moſt at- 
tentive or moſt judicious hearer of the word that 
is bleſſed, but the doer of it. Read to this pur- 
Poſe James i. 22—25. And in this connection let 
me particularly refer you to the words of our. 
Saviour in the context ver. 21. My mother and 
my brethren are theſe which hear the word of God 
and Do 1T. 

I muſt add one thing more of 3 im- 
portance to the ſucceſs of the word preached, 
which is, let it be followed with fervent prayer 
to that God who alone giveth the encreaſe, and 
without whoſe bleſſing Paul may plant and 
Apollos water in vain. If you have FAMILIES, 
talk over, and pray over, what you have been 
hearing, wIT H THEM: this, while it tends 
to impreſs it upon their minds, will with pecu- 
Jar advantage fix the impreſiion of it upon your 
OWN. 


The 
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The advice which I have given under this 
Jaſt head, ſuppoſes, that you retain an old faſhi- 
oned Puritanical practice, which I cannot think 
ſome of our modern diſſenters have exchanged 
for à better, viz. that you ſpend your Lord's day 
evenings at HOME. This I preſume you have 
been accuſtomed to do, and this J cannot but 
earneſtly recommend to all who with their fouls 
proſperity. Promiſcuous viſiting after the wor- 
ſhip of the ſabbath, and engaging in that vain 
converſation which is common on ſuch occaſions, 
is voluntarily expoſing the good ſeed of the 
word to be devoured by the fowels of the air. 
Whereas following the word preached with fſe- 
rious meditation, cloſe ſelf-examination, and pi- 
| ous converſe, is like harrowing in the ſeed ſown, 
that it may quickly take root. And accompa- 

nying all with PRAYER, is the way to bring 


down thoſe fruitful ſhowers of divine grace, | 


which like Ze latter rai, will cauſe the good 
ond 1 to ſpring * and yield a large 
2 things might be * by way of Mo- 
1IVE, to inforce the general advice in my text. 
I ſhall however but * mention ſome of the 
moſt obvious. 
Conſider WRHOSsE advice it is, which ther 
been recommending. It is that of Jeſus Chriſt 
your Lord and Maſter, who ſpeaks as one having 
authority. and whom in all things the Father re- 

Auires 
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guires us to hear. It is that of our Saviour and 
Redeemer, who by all the wonders of his love 
has ſufficiently ſhewn his regard to our higheſt in- 
tereſts. It is the advice of your final Judge, before 
whoſe tribunal we muſt all ſhortly ſtand to give 
an account, among other things, how his goſpel 
has been received by us. He has told us that 
de word be ſpeaks, the ſame ſhall judge us in the lat 
Conſider wHosE WORD it is to which this 
| ſerious attention is required. If it were ours 
who preach it, we could ſay but little to urge 
your regard, and your indifference to it would be 
pardonable. But remember, Sirs, ſo far as what 
we deliver accords with that ſacred volume from 
whence we profeſs to receive our doctrine, it 
is the word of the eternal Gop. He, therefore, 
that hath ears io hear let him hear. 
Conſider further the momentous CONSE- 
QUENCE of a due regard to the truths and 
precepts of the divinc word. We may juſtly 
fay of them, what Joſhua ſaid to the Iſraelites 
to inforce his exhortations to that people, they 
are your LIFE: the lite of your ſouls is depend- 
ing on the reception you give to that goſpel. 
which we preach. It is an awful conſideration, 
that if it be not @ ſavear of life unto life, it will 
be a /avour of death unto death. 
Once more, in order to induce you to take 
deed how ve hear—Confider ho ſoon your op- 
portunitics 
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portunities for hearing will be for ever over, 
In a little time the lips of the preacher and 
the ears of the hearer will be cloſed in death. 
Human life is ſo precarious, that any one ſermon 
you attend may prove your laſt : always hear as 
if you knew it would. Hear in the immediate 
view of death, and of that judgment and that 
eternity which will follow. This ſingle advice, 
duly attended to, would ſuperſede many others, 
and would ſtrongly inforce all that I have this 
day been giving. 
If thoſe that ſit under the miniſtry of the goſ- 
pel did but realize the thought, that they are 
mortal creatures, who ſtand every moment on 
the borders of the grave, that they are haſten- 
ing to the grand tribunal, and that before the 
next ſabbath arrives their day of probation may 
be over, and their ſtate fixed for eternity how 
differently would our meſſages be attended to 
from what they frequently are! They would not 
trifle with ſermons as they often do: they would 
not criticiſe nor cavil about things of trivial im- 


oh portance : they would not hear for their enter- 


tainment or to gratify a vain curioſity : they 
would not deſpiſe what was ſerious and prac- 
tical becauſe it was plain and common, or not 
expreſſed or delivered exactly according to their 
| taſtes: nor would they take offence at thoſe. 
folemn truths which touched their conſciences : 
nor, when the public ſervice was over, would 
they 
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they either forget what they had been hearing 
or content themſelves with giving their opinion 
about it, either in a way of cepfure or appro 
bation. But as they would attend the miniſtry 
of the word with conſtancy, ſo they would hear 
with ſeriouſneſs, candour and meekneſs ; with 
ſeli-application, and impartiality ; with an im- 

mediate and fingle view to the good of their 


ſouls. When they left the houſe of God, they 


would carefully guard againſt every thing that 
would tend to drive out from their minds the 
truths they had been hearing, and to efface the 
Impreſſions made upon their hearts: they would 
take pains to treaſure them up in their memo» 
ries, and make it their grand concern to regu» 
late their tempers and lives thereby. 
l leave theſe plain hints to your ſerious con- 
| fideration ; and conclude with expreſſing my 
| hearty prayer to God, that your miniſter, whom 
with great pleaſure I have now ſeen undertaking 
the paſtoral office among you, may be enabled 
fo to preach, and yau ſo to hear, that the ſolem- 
nities of this day may be reflected upon by you 
both, with pleaſure and thankfulneſs, to the lat» 
eſt period of your lives and through the ages 
of eternity! 42 


THE END. 


* lurch . by 8. bens, and ſold by 
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on The Diſſenter's Shorter Catechiſm: deſig ed 
as a Supplement to the Aﬀembly' s, with ſcrip- 
tural * price 2d. third edition. 


Intended for the Preſs. 


The Dog rine of the Atonement for Sin, by 
the Death of Chriſt; explained and defended, 
particularly i in anſwer to Dr. Prieftley.. 


This day is Publiſhed, price 25. 
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